
Using nFORM to conduct and monitor 
local evaluations
Training for HMRF grants with local evaluations 

October 7, 2026



Today’s agenda
⁄ Setting up nFORM for local evaluations
⁄ Identifying clients as evaluation participants 
⁄ Monitoring evaluation participants and progress
⁄ Q&A
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Setting up nFORM for local 
evaluations



nFORM has launched, with several updates for 
2025 cohort grants
⁄ Outreach, recruitment, and client enrollment workflow

• Potential applicants can be tracked and linked to referral partners to track initial outreach 
through enrollment and program completion

⁄ Client surveys
• Eliminated applicant characteristics survey and streamlined entrance and exit surveys

⁄ Workshop setup 
• New indicator for whether session series delivered in person, virtually, or both
• New indicator for whether session series offered in school, community, or transitional setting

⁄ Program operations survey, PPR, and other data tools
• Streamlined to focus on ACF’s priorities for 2025 cohort along with visual and content 

revisions
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nFORM training for local evaluation grants 
All grantees received comprehensive training on nFORM functionality
• Well nFORMed training videos on HMRF Grant Resource site
• Training conducted in June, so did not cover local evaluation functionality
HMRF Grant Resource site includes OMB-approved surveys and other 
resources that will be useful to grants conducting local evaluations

As we walk through nFORM's local evaluation functions 
today, please share any questions that you have, or that 

grants might have during the upcoming training.
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https://hmrfgrantresources.info/nFORM-CQI-resources?f%5B0%5D=nform_type_2025%3A49
https://hmrfgrantresources.info/


nFORM access and setup for local evaluations
nFORM team will create nFORM accounts for LETA liaisons
• LETA liaisons will have access to PPRs, summary operational reports, and query tool for local 

evaluation grants

nFORM team will provide grants conducting local evaluations with access 
to system's local evaluation features after receiving list from ACF
• Grant recipient administrators should set up any nFORM user accounts, service providers, 

locations, or workshops needed for their evaluation following standard nFORM procedures
• Local evaluation grants will need to set up service assignments in nFORM before they enroll 

any clients who may participate in their evaluation
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Setting up service assignments in nFORM
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Service assignment screenCreate as many service assignments (or 
conditions) as needed based on design
• A standard experimental design will have two 

service assignments (treatment and control)
• A factorial design may require more than two
• A descriptive evaluation may not need service 

assignments
Create one service assignment at a time 
by entering all required fields and 
clicking on Save:
• Name: Preferred name for the research group, such 

as “Treatment A” or “Control B”
• Category: Five options – (1) Treatment, (2) Control 

(With Services), (3) Control (NO Services Provided), 
(4) Control Waitlist (With Services), or (5) Control 
Waitlist (NO Services Provided)

• Description: Brief description of service assignment 
and how it differs from other research groups
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Live demo –Setting up service assignments
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Enrolling clients into a local 
evaluation



Enrollment process

Complete 
nFORM 

application 
form following 

standard 
workflow

Select local 
evaluation 

checkbox on 
application 

form

Administer 
entrance 
survey

Review 
responses to 
determine 
eligibility & 

conduct 
random  

assignment 
outside of 

nFORM

Select client’s 
service 

assignment in 
Program 

Information 
box on Client 

Profile
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Identify local evaluation participants on nFORM application form

Grant staff check here if 
client will be assigned to 
research group after 
completing entrance survey

› 12



Conduct random assignment
For impact evaluations, staff and evaluators conduct random 
assignment outside of nFORM to determine appropriate service 
assignment or condition
Evaluators can access demographic responses from entrance survey 
to support random assignment (if needed)
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Select applicable service assignment in 
Program Information box of Client Profile
Service assignment drop down 
populated with grant’s entries on 
“Service Name” from the Settings tab

Once service assignment is saved, 
Client Status changes to Active and 
enrollment date is set

At that point, participating clients can 
be registered for workshops and 
receive other services appropriate to 
their research group
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Selecting service assignments
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Live demo – Assigning clients
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Monitoring evaluations



nFORM can be used to monitor

Outreach & 
sample 

enrollment
Sample 

characteristics
Dosage and 
strength of 

contrast

Attrition Incentive 
distribution
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nFORM data tools for monitoring local evaluations
nFORM data tool Local evaluation-specific information

PPR 
Launched 9/30

• Clients assigned to Control (NO services) or Waitlist Control 
(NO services) groups not counted in performance measures

• Grants describe local evaluations in Section B-02.6 narrative

Query tool 
Launched 8/4

Applicant characteristics by service assignment tab will appear for 
grants conducting local evaluations, after they are identified in 
nFORM as such

Operational reports 
Launched 7/13

Local evaluation summary and detail reports

Data export 
Launched 10/6

Client information includes service assignment category and 
name for participating clients
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Accessing operational reports

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3
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Local evaluation and other operational reports
Local evaluation enrollment reports
• Help ACF and local evaluation grantees monitor random assignment and identify potential issues
• Summary report displays number of clients enrolled into each service assignment within and across 

locations
• nFORM users with permissions can also access client-level report with details about each client enrolled 

into the local evaluation
• For HEART grantees serving adult couples, evaluation teams can monitor whether both members of a 

couple are being assigned into the same service assignment by using the couple ID variable on the 
detailed report

Other operational reports include service assignment details to help local 
evaluations track dosage, attrition, and incentives 
Review Using nFORM operational reports office hours and Using nFORM 
data tools training for more information
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https://hmrfgrantresources.info/resource/july-14-2026-data-capacity-and-cqi-office-hours-using-nform-operational-reports
https://hmrfgrantresources.info/resource/nform-and-cqi-training-5-using-nform-data-tools
https://hmrfgrantresources.info/resource/nform-and-cqi-training-5-using-nform-data-tools


Local evaluation summary and detail reports

Grant staff can use 
enrollment date to 
monitor random 
assignment within a 
specific time period

Service assignment details also included in other operational reports—
such as survey completion report—to help manage and track evaluations
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Accessing the Query Tool
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Query tool: Applicant characteristics by service assignment tab

The Applicant Characteristics tab of the query tool includes a separate view for local evaluation 
grants that shows number and percent of applicants with a selected characteristic, for each service 
assignment. This is useful for assessing whether groups appear to be similar. However, this is not 
tested for statistical significance, so cannot be used to determine baseline equivalence. 
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Accessing the Data Export
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Live demo – Accessing reports
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Questions?
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Wrap up 

Scan QR code to access nFORM and CQI resources on HMRF Grant 
Resources site
Several resources related to using nFORM for local evaluations are 
posted or in progress for 2025 cohort

• nFORM User Manual
• Overview of Institutional Review Board Process for HMRF Grants
• Using nFORM for Local Evaluations (updates to 2020 cohort manual in process)
• HMRF Performance Measure Sources (updates to 2020 cohort manual in process)

Contact the data capacity and CQI TTA help desk with any questions at  
nFORMCQITA@mathematica-mpr.com
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https://hmrfgrantresources.info/resource/nform-user-manual
https://hmrfgrantresources.info/resource/overview-institutional-review-board-process-healthy-marriage-and-responsible-fatherhood-0
mailto:nFORMCQITA@mathematica-mpr.com
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Thank you! 
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		62		28		Tags->0->88->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "nFORM CQI TA email address." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		63		28		Tags->0->88->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "nFORM CQI TA email address." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		64						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D1. Images in Figures		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		65		1		Tags->0->0		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Logo: Mathematica. Progress Together." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		66		1		Tags->0->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Logo: Administration for Children & Families." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		67		1		Tags->0->2		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Logo: Healthy Marriage & Responsible Fatherhood (HMRF)." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		68		1		Tags->0->3		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Logo: nFORM. Information, Family Outcomes, Reporting, and Management." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		69		2		Tags->0->9		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Logo: SPARK. Strengthening Performance, Analysis, Report, and Knowledge in HMRF Programs." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		70		7		Tags->0->24		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Four-step illustrated navigation sequence for setting up service assignments in nFORM: open Settings, navigate to grant configuration, select Add Service Assignment, and complete the service assignment form." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		71		8		Tags->0->30		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Screenshot of the nFORM service assignment entry screen showing fields for service assignment name, category, and description, with a Save action." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		72		12		Tags->0->41		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Screenshot of the nFORM application form highlighting the checkbox used to identify a client as participating in a local evaluation." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		73		13		Tags->0->45		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Screenshot illustrating the client survey or enrollment information used in the random assignment process. Random assignment for impact evaluations occurs outside nFORM." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		74		14		Tags->0->50		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Screenshot of the client profile Program Information section showing the service assignment dropdown used to select a research group. Saving the assignment changes client status to Active and sets the enrollment date." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		75		15		Tags->0->52		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Two-step illustrated workflow for assigning a local evaluation client to a service condition in nFORM." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		76		20		Tags->0->64		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Three-step screenshot sequence showing how to access operational reports in nFORM from the Reports area." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		77		22		Tags->0->71		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Two example local evaluation operational report screenshots illustrating summary and client-level detail views of enrollment by service assignment. Enrollment dates can be used to monitor assignment over a selected period." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		78		23		Tags->0->75		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Five-step illustrated sequence showing navigation through the nFORM operational reporting interface and selection of a local evaluation report." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		79		24		Tags->0->78		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Screenshot of the query tool Applicant Characteristics by Service Assignment view, comparing counts and percentages of selected characteristics across research groups. This display does not establish statistical baseline equivalence." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		80		25		Tags->0->80		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Four-step illustrated navigation sequence for accessing the query tool and reviewing applicant characteristics by service assignment." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		81		28		Tags->0->85		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "QR code linking to nFORM and CQI resources on the HMRF Grant Resource Site: https://www.hmrfgrantresources.info/" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		82						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D3. Decorative Images		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		83		1,2,7,8,12,13,14,15,20,22,23,24,25,28		Tags->0->0,Tags->0->1,Tags->0->2,Tags->0->3,Tags->0->9,Tags->0->24,Tags->0->30,Tags->0->41,Tags->0->45,Tags->0->50,Tags->0->52,Tags->0->64,Tags->0->71,Tags->0->75,Tags->0->78,Tags->0->80,Tags->0->85		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D4. Complex Images		Passed		Do complex images have an alternate accessible means of understanding?		Verification result set by user.

		84		1,2,7,8,12,13,14,15,20,22,23,24,25,28,3,4,5,6,9,10,11,16,17,18,19,21,26,27,29		Tags->0->1->0,Tags->0->2->0,Tags->0->3->0,Tags->0->9->0,Tags->0->24->0,Tags->0->24->7,Tags->0->24->11,Tags->0->30->0,Tags->0->41->0,Tags->0->45->0,Tags->0->50->0,Tags->0->52->0,Tags->0->52->1,Tags->0->64->0,Tags->0->71->0,Tags->0->71->1,Tags->0->75->0,Tags->0->75->7,Tags->0->78->0,Tags->0->80->0,Tags->0->80->1,Tags->0->85->0,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->0,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->2->0,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->0		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D5. Images of text		Passed		Is this image an image of text? Fail if yes, Pass if no.		Verification result set by user.

		85						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D6. Grouped Images		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		86						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E1. Table tags		Passed		All tables in this document are data tables.		

		87		19		Tags->0->62		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E2. Table structure vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the table structure in the tag tree match the visual table layout?		Verification result set by user.

		88		19		Tags->0->62		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E3. Table cells types		Passed		Are all header cells tagged with the TH tag? Are all data cells tagged with the TD tag?		Verification result set by user.

		89						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Passed		All table header cells contain content or property set to passed.		

		90		19		Tags->0->62		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Passed		Please verify that the highlighted Table does not contain any merged cells.		Verification result set by user.

		91						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Passed		All simple tables define scope for THs		

		92						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		93		2,4,5,6,8,21,28,19		Tags->0->8,Tags->0->12,Tags->0->15,Tags->0->20,Tags->0->22,Tags->0->27,Tags->0->29,Tags->0->67,Tags->0->87,Tags->0->12->0->1->1,Tags->0->12->1->1->1,Tags->0->12->2->1->1,Tags->0->12->3->1->1,Tags->0->62->1->1->0		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the number of items in the tag structure match the number of items in the visual list?		Verification result set by user.

		94		2,5,6,8,21,28,4,19		Tags->0->8,Tags->0->15,Tags->0->20,Tags->0->22,Tags->0->27,Tags->0->29,Tags->0->67,Tags->0->87,Tags->0->12->0->1->1,Tags->0->12->1->1->1,Tags->0->12->2->1->1,Tags->0->12->3->1->1,Tags->0->62->1->1->0		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Passed		Please confirm that this list does not contain any nested lists		Verification result set by user.

		95						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		There are 1737 TextRuns larger than the Mode of the text size in the document and are not within a tag indicating heading. Should these be tagged within a Heading?		Verification result set by user.

		96						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		97						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		98						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed		Is the highlighted heading tag used on text that defines a section of content and if so, does the Heading text accurately describe the sectional content?		Verification result set by user.

		99						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		100		5		Tags->0->15->0->1->0		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		Unable to find nFORMed in the "en" dictionary. Please verify there aren't any missing spaces between words or other formatting issues.		Verification result set by user.

		101		5		Tags->0->17->0->14		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		Unable to find nFORM's in the "en" dictionary. Please verify there aren't any missing spaces between words or other formatting issues.		Verification result set by user.

		102		6		Tags->0->20->0->1->0->27		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		Unable to find PPRs in the "en" dictionary. Please verify there aren't any missing spaces between words or other formatting issues.		Verification result set by user.

		103						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		Verification result set by user.

		104						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		105						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		106						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Not Applicable		No complex tables were detected in this document.		

		107						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		108						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		109						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		110						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		111						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Not Applicable		No special glyphs detected		

		112						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		113						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		114						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		
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